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COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 2, 16-21, and 29 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention. Election was made without traverse in 
Paper No. 7. 

2. The drawings are objected to because label 145 on figure 8 should apparently be --147-. 
Additionally, label 147 on figure 8 should apparently be --143--. A proposed drawing correction 

^ or corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

3. Tile disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: "1910" on page 15 - 
</^Kne 1 3 should be -- 1 940--. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

4. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for the 
clamtfd subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01(o). Correction of the 
following is required: the dimensions recited in claims 11, 12, 13, and 28 are not described in the 
instant specification text. 

5. Claims 4 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards 
as the invention. 

Reclaim 4, "the horizontal plane" lacks clear antecedent basis and could be written as -a 
horizontal plane— for clarity as best understood. 
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27, "the cargo bed of a pickup truck" is confusing and could be written as -a 
cargo bed of the truck and wherein the truck is a pickup truck- for clarity as best understood. 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 

o 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use 
or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States, 
(e) the invention was described in- 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in 
section 351(a) shall have the effect under this subsection of a national application published under 

section 122(b) only if the international application designating the United States was published under Article 
21(2)(a) of such treaty in the English language; or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that a patent shall not be deemed filed in the United States for the purposes of this 
subsection based on the filing of an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a). 

7. Claims 1,3,4, 6-9, 1 1-13, and 22-28, as best understood, are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Bott '973. 

Bott teaches a cargo carrying truck including an integral tie down track 26 attached to the 
truck body such that the exterior contour of the track does not extend beyond the contour of 
adjacent portions of the body - see figures 2, 3, etc. 

Re claim 3, see fitting 40. 

Re claim 4, the track does not extend beyond the recited plane as best understood and as 
broadly claimed. 

Re claim 6, the track is located in the bed and is longitudinally oriented as broadly claimed. 
Re claim 7, note the apparatus includes several tracks configured as defined - see figure 1 




etc. 
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Re claim 8, the track is located in the bed sidewall and is longitudinally oriented as broadly 
claimed. 

Re claim 9, note the apparatus includes several tracks configured as defined - see figure 1 

etc. 

Re claims 11-13 and 28, the track is configured as broadly claimed. 
Re claim 22, the fitting 40 is releasable as broadly recited. 

Re claim 23, the device includes a configuration with a slot oriented as broadly claimed. 
Re claim 24, the tracks are located as broadly claimed. 

Re claim 25, note the apparatus includes several tracks configured as defined - see figure 1 

etc. 

Re claim 26, the track is configured as broadly claimed. 
Re claim 27, the track is located as broadly claimed. 

8. Claims 1 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ellis. 
Ellis teaches a cargo carrying truck including an integral tie down member 27,32+ 

(readable on a track as broadly claimed) attached to the truck body such that the exterior contour 
of the track does not extend beyond the contour of adjacent portions of the body - see figure 1 
etc. 

Re claim 5, note the track member positioned at the front of the bed - figure 1 . 

9. Claims 1, 5, 14, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Dunlop. 



o 
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Dunlop teaches a cargo carrying truck including an integral tie down track 26+ attached 
to the truck body such that the exterior contour of the track does not extend beyond the contour 
of adjacent portions of the body as broadly claimed - see figure 4 etc. 

Re claim 5, note the track member positioned at the front of the bed - figure 1 . 

Re claim 14, the track is flush as broadly claimed. 

Re claim 15, tjie track slot is flush as broadly claimed. 

10. Claims 1, 4 (as best understood), 14, 15, and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Bott '298. 

Bott teaches a cargo carrying truck including an integral tie down track 62+ (figure 6) 
attached to the truck body such that the exterior contour of the track does not extend beyond the 
contour of adjacent portions of the body as broadly claimed. 

Re claim 4, the track does not extend beyond the recited plane as best understood and as 
broadly claimed. 

Re claim 14, tlie track is flush as broadly claimed. 

Re claim 15, the track slot is flush as broadly claimed. 

Re claim 22, the fitting 76 is releasable as broadly recited. 

11. Claims 1 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Bradley. 
Bradley teaches a cargo carrying truck including an integral member 32+ readable on a tie 

down track as broadly claimed which is attached to the truck body such that the exterior contour 
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of the track does not extend beyond the contour of adjacent portions of the body as broadly 
claimed. 



Re claim 10, the track is supported as broadly claimed. 

12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Note at least Price teaches a tie down track system which is convertible for different 
uses/attachments. 

13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Stephen Gordon whose telephone number is (703) 308-2556. 



November 15,2002 ° 



stg 




